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WORO ; A Chronology of Correspondence and Filed Material 


INTRODUCTION 

The securing of the history of a person, event, or series of events 
and the resording of them on paper has been the target of more then 
one writer in the past. Ne matter who puts these happenings down on 
paper, there is always someone to question the historian and meybe even 
show him as an inaccurate writer. Tnis is good. This is as it should 
be. This tends to Keep the history booxs within range of fact. 

On the other hand, one must also appreciate the ordeals that the 
historian must undergo if he is to have any material at all. It is no 
easy job to seoure the facts for the penning of history books. It is 
an even more difficult task to evaluate what meterials may be available. 

All of these terms of the historian tend to touch this paper to some 
degree. This is especially true of the finding of anc the evaluating 
of the materizl. Thanks are due Professor Wefford G. Gerdner, Head of 
the Speeeh Department st the University of Maine, for his forsight in 
keeping on file the correspondenee and other materials whieh concern 
the student radio station, WORO. It is these letters, reports, clip- 
pings, end ete. whieh make up the bulk of this report. Rather than 
giving an overly lengthy bibliography of these materials, a rather 
bulky task, the alternate form will be used. This form is that of 
making the referunee within the text of the report itself. This is 
wise also because few, if any, items will be repentedly refered to in 
the text. The outline is simply that of ehronological form, as this 
best shows the direction of the various activities whieh lead up to 
WORO's going on the air the 15th of February, 1953. The sterting 


point of this report will be December 1, 1948. 
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A STARTING POINT 


On December 1, 1943, Wofford G. Gerdner, then Acting Head of the 
Department of Speech, corresponded with Dean Joseph M. Murray on the 
situation confronting the depertment in regard to weekly radio pro= 
grems. Five points were mades the equiptment was not of broadeast 
quality, according te Mr. Wibby of WLBZ, because of the consolée 
New equipment would cost from $1500 to ~2000 and there was no money 
for this. WLBZ had made arrangements to sell or lend the U. of Me 
a second hand one for « specified sum. The loan could be made for 
about $40. Mr. Keyo, Chairman of the University Radio Comittee, 
hed been informed of #11 of this. 

From this starting point, tke next major material on file is a 
very long report. There is no date on this report, but Dr. Gerdner 
estimates that it ean be placed some where in March of 1959. With 


this report, a fairly stedty flow begins te trickle along to 1950. 


MARCH 1950 (7) 


The Keport on the Proposed Campus Redio Station. Tnis is the title 
which anpears on the front of this Merch 1950 (?) paper vhich was 
written by Keith H. Fowles, Chairman, Proposed Radio Station. This 
report is sent to University of Meine Radio and Publicity Committee. 

In this paper the results of several surveys end polls of verious 
natures are given. ‘The firss is important because it was the effort 
of corresponding with other universities and colleges on their radio 
set-ups which was reported. The afferent questions that were answered 
by these colleges were tabulated by Fowles end used as 2 guide. As a 
bit of support, he also ineludes a 1947 (Oct.) article form the 


j Monthly which mueh the sam ayy rvey 
Popular Seience Monthly vhich says mueh the same as his surveys 
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In reference to depertwent relations, the report Mentions, as the 
iupertant departwents: tlectrical Engineering, Music, Audio-Visual, 
Speech, and Physics; the Maine Campfis was also listed here. Then 
follows, in disgren, these relationships and their orzanizetion. 
Operational hours end fineneial set-ups are then outlined. The legel 
question is answered in the positive end a U. of M. Poll is given in 
tabulated (with %) form as to the desire of students wenting a stations 
Fowles edds a conelusien; this points out that the station, «s supe 
ported by the report, is wanted and needed. Needless to say, the 
report was made in a positive vem and therefor favored @ statione 

A new name comes into the picture with a letter of Mey 229 1950, 
from bruce B. Sehwab to the Department of Speech. It is in answer 
to a request for information about the proposed statione This student 
gives a detailed end somewhat technical reply and a very definitly 
positive ones He ends with a thought on not being discouraged for 
problems are "to be expected". 

At last the FCC, Federal Cemmunications Comission, somes into 
the line of correspondence. lt is cated May 28, 1l90U, and is te 
Fowles in enswer to © letser from him. This FCC letter, like all 
of its letters te the proposed station personel, is very strong in 
its ciscourajaiens and in ivs warning of the respongibility of the 
local station in setting up cf equbytment etc. Another letter to 
Fowles on June 8, 1950. clearing the use of the call letters, WORO, 
for the University of Maines It also states that WORO must set its 
own frequency, but once again & stern warning is given to be careful 
thet all FCC rules be“ebided by in this "wired-wireless". 

A Frogrese henort of kadio Station WOKO, University of Maine, 
Orono, iaine, by Fowles, is on file and is estimated to be of the 


summer of 1950. It is not too important except that it contains 
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the varions aets and correspondee in one place. 

Another FCC letter, this tine to Sehwab, on the 9th of October, 
1950, gives informuetion of "carrier current" broadcasting us well 
as its usual stern warning: $1u,000 or two years'imprisonment, or 
both. This letter has some technical details in it. With this 


letter, we end the 1950 era and find that we j:mp to early 1952. 


FEBRUARY 27, 19526¢ 


A letter from We J. Creamer to Ashley S. Ceaapgbell, Dean, on the 
above date discusses the systems whieh might be used for the station 
and uskes the statenent that that only one of them would best work. 
Tnis would be through the use of indiviaual low power transmitters 
in each building. He refere to same possible student work done on 
radigtion and ends with the theught that it would take much faculty 
tiae to solve the problems involved. 

Another student newe now appears; Carver L. Washburn. A letter 
signed Bruce (Schwab), now graduated, to Washburn, is 17 pages long 
aad very technical. On the upper right hand ooner of page one is 
founds 520401. It is thought that this is the date. Pussibly it is 
the lst day of April, 1952. Although it is highly technical, this is 
a well written letter and « very interesting one, even to one vho has 
no idea of the radio terngetc. whieh are used in ite 

A letter of June 4, 1952, from Gregor Maeferlan, president of the 
class of 1952, to Brofessor Gardner, tells of the class gift of ebout 
five hundred dollers for the use of WORO. A letter, dated June 5, is 
also on file and is the note of thanks sent fron Gardner te Mecferlane 

Juma 20, 1952, finds a letter from Professor Gardner to President 
arthur A. Heuck, in answer to a request for infprmavion on WORC. Tn 
this letter, reference is made to money gifts from both the 1950; and 


the 1951 class #ke@. Beside these various class gifts, a $250 fund 
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gift fron Hauek is discussed. Other points concerning irs. Williamson, . 
the then present faeulty member in sherge, and T. R. Womlley, who was 
te be coming the next year, were made in this letter. On the 25th of 
the same mouth, President Hauck replies and grants tae $250 along with 

a hope that the matter will elear up and this will come when "Russ 


(Woolley) take(s) over the advisorship of the Guild”. 


SEPTEMBER 18, 1952 


On this date it is found that Woolley has come to the University end 
is beginning to help the Guild with the station. This is seen ina 
letter of this date fron Woolley to IBS, Intercollegiate Broadcasting 
System, in which he askes for help in the technical sice of BORO and 
also inquires about membership of WORO in IBS. Two other letters fran 
W@Glley yo¥iow: one to F. S. McGuire, Office of Buildings end Grounds, 
on the 23rd of September, and one to New Englend Tel. & Tele Beth of 
these deal with the teshnical aspects of coaxial cables and the like. 

On October 27, 1952, Carver L. Washburn, new the Chief Nngineer of 
WORO writes to David W. Borst of IBS giving the set-up of WORO end 
asking for a technical data book to help with various problems. November 
13, 1952, finds an enswer to Washburn's letter and the enclosure of 
two diagrams. These two diagrams are not in with the correspondences 


it is possible that Washburn hes ther. 


2953; January 14 


Tiis is the date of « letter to Woolley from Williem Y. Stevens at 
Bates College. It is on answer for assistanee in teshnical problemse 


A diagrem in the actual text of the letter is included. Also included 
is © suggestion to contact Connecticut College for Women as ua possible 


source of information on eerrier currents 
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Two letters from Allen Perlin, of IBS, to Mr. Woolley are 
dated Jauuary 22, 1953 and February 2, 1953. The last one is 
in answer to a letter from Woolley on the 28th of Januxary e Both 
of these letters that are on file, Woolley's is not, are dealing with 
teehnical troubles whieh the IBS engineer, Perlin, is helping WORO 


to overcome. 


AT LAsT 


To drop baek in this chronology to April 27, 1950, is a big back 
tracking operations But is doing this, one geads a very interesting 
front page story in the Maine Campus, Vol. LI 4 265. It appears 
in the upper left hand coner and the head reads:MAINE RADIO STATION 
SET FOR MAY 17; sub heed: Maine Day Date For New Venture; the by-line: 
Sid Folsom. Besides the Radio Guild, the article nemes Keith Fowles, 
Bruce Schwab, Professor Walter J. Creamer and Mrs. Puyllis D. Will- 
iemson, as the main persons responsible for the station. The final 
sentence also nemes one other body end shows the general trend of the 
artical, end uost other articles which have been published. This 
is the final note: 

according to chairman Keith 
Fowles, the immediate operation of the 
station is made possible by the generos- 
ity of the Class of 1950. 

As it turned out, it was far from imnediate, for we see, in a letter 
from Caro! Prentiss, President of the Kadio Guild, deted Febmuary 7, 1955, 
an invitation to Dr. Gardner to be at the opening broadcast of WORO. 
This was to take place, and indeed did take place, on Sunday, February 
15, 1953, at 8:00PM. But note the dates: April 27, (Mey 17) 1y50 ond 
February 15, 1953; alnost three years leter than amiouneed in the Maine 


Campus 0 
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it is a fact that the station DiD go on the air on the 15th of 
February, 1955, because tie files contain several letters ef shanks 
from Br. Gardner to various persons for their efforts in making WORv 
possible. Algo there is a letter dated February £0, 1953, to Dre 
Gardner from Miss Prentiss thanking him for his efforts and for his 
part in the broadcast of the 15th. As a final proof in the file, there 
is a newspaper clipping end picture taken from the Beugor Daily News, 
dated February 17, 1953. (Twe ,ears and nine months fron the reported 
date of May 17, 1950, in the Campus). The clipping is mostly a listing 
of Nemes and proves interesting reading to the reader who reayicnow 
sexe of the persons involved end seme of the changes which heve since 
develoved. One such humeres instance is in the oase of the listing 
of locel radio stations! personel which took part; it lists as 4 
WABL man, Murray Carpenters tv locel radio people, this will afford 
a chuckle, es Mr. Carpenter has since mede two changes ot leasts from 
WABL to WGUY to WiWu-!V. This is almost symbolic of the very history 
of WuURu ikself; for WuRL nas had many chenges in ueny fields of its 


endeverse 


IBS AND WORv 


A letter on file which is worth mention, beeause of its coaplinent 
to the WoO engineering staff end others, cumes to Professor Woolley 
from Alien Perlin, of iBS. It states that WORO's application for 
membership was very well filled outs; incecd, in s corpletemess whieh 
is selden feund i similiar sithetions. Tne application is said te 
pe being sent for iamdictof# approval and acceptances This is dated 
on the 2nd of April, 1953, less then two months efter WORU really 


went on che aire 


(10) 


CONCLUSION 


Although there are a few other items from the files, and a few 
other typical Maine Csuous steriss, tie major -ues huve been pBe- 
sented in their chronology, #s dated, or as tueir estimated dates 
have been giver. At this point it would seem werthy of mention 
that dates are important. In the case of same of the more importent 
and lerge revorts of those who helped in the work of WORO, where 
there was no date given as suel:, thas future worxers wf the Staviou 
taxe note. All such decuments whould always be dated. 

It is just such a slip as this macver of ne dates that can cause 
wreng news tu be printed and/vr talxed about the campus and communitye 
And it is just sush es tis whien causes faulty Stories to be told 
from year to yeor among the students of che University vt Meine as 
t> taeir cadio shation, WURO. iv is neped, by this writer, at least, 
thas the responsibility of trying tu keep up accurate files end in- 
formation on WOKU'S past ond present histery wili not be foreed upon 
the head of the departaent of any faculty member, ut upen these 
who should aecept this responsibility - the students themselvese 

WoRU as a students! station; it shuvld be tte results vi Btudcents' 
efforts; end this should always imelude «1 aceurate histery uf all 
these efforts made in benslf of WURU. Indeed, this 1s the very spirit 
of real radio itselfg accurate reporting and reeording of the facta = 
this then beeumes histery; a thing thien w0..0 has, but a tudig wiic.- 
Gu€ svQcien eould have had in betver aud mere eamplete form, had someone 
of its student wersers nad cared eneugh while it wes in the makinge 
But as time goes ou, this too, will most likely be bettered es is 
hoped the station itseir wiis be vetuerede “he ehronology of wOkO 
finds that the station in now starving its third year; from #11 reporus 


LU Ls eomluy aloug in a vetcer style to a vecter Luvurte 


